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A Quarterly Publication 
from the City of Mound

     

 
Aug Sept Oct 2011  

The City of Mound, through teamwork and cooperation, provides, at a reasonable cost, quality services that respond to the needs of all   
citizens, fostering a safe, attractive and flourishing community. 

 

 

Dear Fellow Citizens, 
 
We are all well aware of the stresses perpetuated by the current economic         
conditions across the country.  Household budgets are stretched and strained as are    
governmental finances.  Costs continue to rise across the board while incomes and 
revenues do not.  Still, people tend to want city services to continue but without 
increased cost. 
 
The City of Mound has always considered itself to be leaner than most.  And I believe it was.  We use great 
care to balance budget targets such as fund balances and debt levels to be leaner than most comparable   
cities.  At the same time, we’ve tried to maintain our fiscal measures at a level that is just enough to achieve 
consistently healthy audits year after year.  The Mound Council tries to walk a fine line between these two 
opposing forces.  If this balance is lost, it increases the cost of government due to lowered bond ratings.  Our 
audit is back for last year and, once again, the city is fiscally healthy as we ended the year better than we 
budgeted. 
 
If there is a silver lining in this malaise called a recession, it’s that it has forced the hand of government to get 
leaner.   Even in Mound, where we have been leaner than other comparable communities, we have broken 
new ground and redesigned government.  Those efforts continue and are perpetual. 
 
With the help, cooperation, and hard work of city staff, our budget liaison David Osmek, and the City Council, 
the last two years have seen zero tax levy increases to the general fund.  Recently, the general directive by 
the council to the city staff has been to hold it flat again for 2012.  There are no promises yet, but that is our    
intent.  The council is well aware that this is no time to be raising taxes. 
 
In late August, the preliminary budget will be announced for 2012.   The City Manager and all departments 
are currently prospecting for more savings and more efficient ways to do business.  Staff has done a         
commendable job at this over the last few years.  But every year it gets tougher as we become leaner every 
year.   The city is clearly doing more with less, and it is getting better at it every year. 
 
Most respectfully, 

Mark Hanus 
Mark Hanus 
Mayor of Mound 

Message from the Mayor …... 

Mark Hanus 
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Mediacom Franchise Agreement Renewal 
 
The 15 year franchise agreement between Mediacom and the City of Mound is scheduled to expire on August 
30, 2013.  Title VI of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, establishes formal cable franchise        
renewal procedures to be invoked 30 – 36 months prior to expiration.  The Act also allows for reaching a    
mutually beneficial agreement for franchise renewal through informal negotiation. 
 

The City is seeking input from citizens on their level of satisfaction with Mediacom and any information will 
be shared with them during informal negotiations.  The agreement is nonexclusive and revocable, so it is    
assumed the franchise will be renewed.  The City will welcome competition if another provider expresses an 
interest in providing cable television services in the area.  The City has been told that, with the large capital 
influx required to maintain and construct a cable television system, this would be cost prohibitive for most 
providers, although the LMCC Tonka Connect initiative is exploring alternatives at this time. 
 

If you have any feedback on the level of satisfaction with Mediacom, please contact Catherine Pausche,     

Finance Director, at 952-472-0633 or via email at catherinepausche@cityofmound.com. 
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Trails all the rage - Increased trail  
popularity leads to greater 
 safety focus 
 

It’s hard to imagine a peaceful ride along the 
Dakota trail turning into conflict, or worse, an 
accident. But it can happen.  That is exactly the 
reason Three Rivers Parks trail managers are 
focusing attention on safety, intersection      
enforcement and trail etiquette. 
 

“People don’t think of regional trails this way, but the truth is they’re a lot like 
our road system in that you have a great  variety of users all counting on each 
other for their safety,” says Tom McDowell, Associate Superintendent at 
Three Rivers Park District. “It’s really basic stuff like defensive driving for      
bikers and walkers being aware of others using the trail and not walking 2 or 3 
abreast. It’s sharing the trail, staying to the right, being courteous, wearing a 
helmet and stopping at stop signs. Part of our challenge is that many trail    
users just want to tune out the world and relax and enjoy a walk or a ride in 
nature. We want people to be able to do that, just not at the expense of    
others safety or experience on the trail.” McDowell adds that young trail     
riders should be given some extra room, and dogs must always be on a 6 foot 
leash and not block the trail. 
 

According to Metro Council statistics, Three Rivers Parks had more than     
eight million visitors last year. Roughly a third of those park visits were on   
regional trails. Three Rivers Parks manages and maintains nearly 100 miles of 
regional trails across suburban Hennepin County and linking into the          
Minneapolis trail system. One of the most popular trails is the Dakota Rail trail 
which traverses Mound and numerous other Lake Minnetonka communities.  
(Thanks to David Verhasselt, Director of Communications, Three Rivers Park District) 
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Natural Gas Safety 
 

Centerpoint Energy has seen more gas leak calls as a result of copper theft over the last several years.  It is important 
for the public to notify the Mound Police of any suspicious activity near or around vacant property.  Additionally, if 
you smell, hear or see a natural gas leak, you should follow these emergency procedures: 
 

If you smell natural gas INSIDE your home or building: 

Leave immediately! Do not use electric switches, telephones (including cell phones) or anything that could 
cause a spark. 

Go to a safe location and then call the CenterPoint Energy natural gas leak hotline. Do not use e-mail or the 
Internet to contact the company about a leak, and never assume someone else has reported the leak.  Call 1-
800-296-9815 and/or 911. 

Alert your neighbors. CenterPoint Energy checks suspected natural gas leaks at no cost to you. 
 

If you smell natural gas OUTSIDE your home or building: IMMEDIATELY LEAVE THE AREA ON FOOT – DO NOT START A 
VEHICLE 

Leave immediately on foot in a crosswind direction away from the leak or vapor cloud and maintain a safe 
distance. 

Once safely away from the area, call CenterPoint at 1-800-296-9815 and/or 911 to report the location and 
description of the leak. 

Warn others to stay away from the leak.  Abandon any equipment being used in or near the area. 
For more information on natural gas safety, visit www.centerpointenergy.com. 

 

Indian Knoll Manor Public Housing ……………………….. 
Indian Knoll Manor Apartments, located at 2020 Commerce Boulevard, are reserved for low income   seniors, 
age 62 or older, handicapped and/or disabled persons that are able to live independently or with the help of 
a privately contracted service.  Income limits are $44,950 for one person household and $51,400 for a two 
person household.  There are one bedroom and studio apartments. Please call the Housing Coordinator at 
(952) 472-5078 for an application or to take a tour. 

http://www.centerpointenergy.com
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Hydrant Flushing FAQ 
 
What is hydrant flushing? 
 

The Water Department is beginning its comprehensive unidirectional flushing (UDF) program. The goal of this 
program is to ensure water quality is maintained at its optimal level and to properly maintain the City’s water 
distribution lines. Flushing is a process by which water is moved through a water pipe at high velocity so that 
a scouring action is created. Water is then discharged through a hydrant, which in turn removes any material 
buildup from the pipe. The material removed from this process is harmless and requires no special          
treatment. Use of this flushing technique is critical to the maintenance of water quality and your water      
system.  
 

Will flushing be done in my neighborhood? 
 

Dates and location of flushing are published in The Laker and posted by the Pond Arena.  Note that these 
dates are approximate. Water service should not be interrupted. If the water appears discolored, we          
recommend that you give it a few hours to clear up and then run your cold water faucet for a few minutes to 
make sure that water is cleared. This type of program has been widely used by other utilities and has resulted 
in very few complaints. Complaints about water quality are monitored, so please notify us of any concern. 
Further updates will be made to the flushing schedule on a bi-weekly basis. 
 

Why are we flushing? 
 

Water mains are sized to allow adequate and safe flows for fire protection. Water typically is moving through 
the underground pipes at less than two miles per hour. This slow movement allows mineral deposits to build 
up and accumulate in pipes over time. The buildup can restrict water flow in the pipes and contributes to  
corrosion and water color problems. Periodic flushing of water pipes removes the mineral deposits which 
helps maintain our City’s infrastructure and assures consistent high quality water.  
 

How will I be affected? 
 

You probably will not even be aware that flushing is taking place in your neighborhood. Flushing is generally 
conducted between 7:30 am and 3:30 pm, Monday through Friday. Select hydrants will be opened for water 
pipe flushing. While the hydrants are open, the customers on that block may experience discolored water or 
a small drop in water pressure; however, your water service should not be interrupted. If you have no water 
pressure, please notify the Water Department at 952-472-0603 as soon as possible. 
 

What do I do if I am experiencing discolored water? 
 

Should a reddish, yellow or brown tint appear in the water, do not be alarmed. It is recommended you do not 
use the water or do laundry for about two hours. After you have waited, run your faucets for a few minutes 
to make sure the water is clear, at which time you may resume normal water use.  (Drinking the tinted water 
is not harmful.)  The City encourages residents to invest in water softeners that help to mitigate the effects of 
hard water. 
 

Profits from Harbor Wines & Spirits are used to 
offset your tax obligation. 

 
 
 

Check out the website at  
www.cityofmound.com 
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City of Mound 
5341 Maywood Road         
Mound, MN  55364 
(952) 472-0600 
www.cityofmound.com 

 
 
 
 
         City Council Members 
 

Mark Hanus, Mayor (952) 472-5480 
Heidi Gesch  (952) 472-5508 
Kelli Gillispie  (507) 382-2191 
David Osmek  (952) 472-1238 
Ray Salazar  (952) 472-7383 
 
Kandis Hanson,  (952) 472-0609 
City Manager 
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Mound Calendar 
 

City Council meets the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month  beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 

HRA meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month  beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Planning Commission meets the first Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Parks and Open Space Commission meets the second 
Thursday of the month beginning at 7:00 p.m. on an  
as-needed basis 

 

Docks and Commons Commission meets the third 
Thursday of the month beginning at 7:00 p.m. on an  
as-needed basis. 

City Hall Seasonal Hours 
 

City Hall Seasonal Hours will run from May 2 through 
October 28, 2011. Offering longer business hours    
during the months with the longest days makes City 
Hall  available to contractors, business owners and 
residents during their peak seasons so they can make 
the most of daylight hours into the Fall, when        
projects are wrapping up.  City Hall hours will be as 
follows: 

 

Monday through Thursday - 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays  -  7:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Dates To Remember 

  
Aug 2   Night to Unite 
 
Aug 6   Tour de Tonka passes through Mound  
 
Aug 13   Dog Days Westonka on Auditor’s Road 
 
Sept 5   Labor Day – City Hall Closed 
 
Sept 6   First Day of School 
 
Oct 8   Recycling Day – 8 to noon Minnetrista City Hall  
 
Oct 10   Columbus Day - City Hall Open 
 
Oct 29   City Hall Seasonal Hours End 
 
Oct 31   Halloween 
 


