HISTORY OF MOUND

(compiled by the Westonka Historicai Society)
Written by Lavonne M. Adams

DISCOVERY OF LAKE MINNETOMICA

"Early in the 19th century, Lake Minne-
tonka was a secret lake to all but the
Indians. It was not only secret, but sacred: a
place to worship the Great Spirit, and build
mounds for last resting places. The ‘Big
Woods' offered game, the clear lake pro-
vided fish, and edible piants and herbs
grew in profusion along the shore. This was
the land that white men found in spite of
the reticence of the Indians’ (Quote from
Ruth J. Heffelfinger, in the book Pictures-
que Minnetonka.)

The Indians were never permanent set-
tlers around Lake Minnetonka. The Dakota
Indians fived along; the Mississippi and
Minnesota Rtvers at lake Caihoun, and
Shakopee. They came to Lake Minnhetonka
often to hunt and fish and to gather wild
rice, roots, and berries,

Minnehaha Creek and Minnehaha Falls is
the only outlet of Lake Minnetonka, and
the lake was not discovered until in the
year 1822 a young drummer boy from Fort
Snelling, Joseph Brown, and his young
friend, John Snelling, son of the com-
mander, went into the Indian Country
down Minnehaha Creek in their canoe.
They worked their canoe to the Falls, made
portage, and finally came to an Indian
camp on Big Island in Lake Minnetonka.

Thirty years later, a period of rapid settle-
ment began, and crude boats went up the
creek to the lake. Among the first making
this trip were Governor Ramsey, Col.
Stevens, and Or. Alonzo Ames.

In 185C, Governor Ramsey wrote in his
diary: “The lake was a perfect inland sea,
surrounded by most beautiful timber and
wherever we landed, the soil was of the
richest character’ He has been creditad
with naming the lake "Minnetonka” or, in
the Indian language, "Place spread over by
water”



FORMATION OF TOWNSHIPS

When the land was platted, it was laid out
in townships. On April 10, 1858, Minnetrista
Township was formed but was originally
called "German Home! This was the
extreme southwestern township of Hehne-
pin County, Township 117 N., Range 24
West, consisting of 36 Sections, each 1 mile
sguare.

HENNEPIN COUNTY

R. 24 W.

Mound (darker area) started
as g settlement called
Mound City within the
township of Minnetrista.

el N

The 1857 census indicated nine families
living in the township with a population of
40. The 1860 census showed 52 families and
a population of 213, while the 1870 census
showed 90 families and 600 population.

The town government of this township
was organized in 1858. The first board of
supervisors was Mathias S. Cook, Peter
Mitchel, and Ephraim Dodley, with Robert V.
Langdon as town clerk. The name "“German
Home" was dropped and the name of "Min-
netrista” was adopted, meaning "crooked
water”’

s el

BEGINNINGS OF MQUND CITY

Mound derived its name from the indian
mounds once found within the present city
limits. They were not built by the Dakota
Indians but were made by prehistoric In-
dians between 300 BC and 100 AD, or 1800
AD. A survey of these mounds was made in
1883. Much interesting information regard-
ing these mounds is given in the book by
Melvin Gimmestad, Historical Backgrounds
of Mound, Minnesota.

N 1854, Mathias S. Cook buiit the third log
cabin on the Upper Lake on the north
shore of the bay named after him, "Cook’s
Bay'' The first settlement was in the north-
west corner of the township in 1855.

That same vear, Captain Frank Halstead,
the town's first justice of the peace, built
his {og cabin on the southwest shore of
Halstead's Bay. Robert Langdon arrived in
1857, and Langdon's Bay is named for him.
Harrison's Bay was named for Nathaniel
Harrison who settled there in 1856. Others
who came before the Civil War were Frank
Carman, Andrew and Joseph Boll and many
others.

The Hermitage, Lake Minhetonka



MINNETRISTA IN THE 1850's (Map from Picturesque Minnetonka,
1§76 Commemcrative I1ssue, pubiished by the Excalsiar-
Lake Minnetonika Historical society)
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THE HERMITS OF MINNETONKA

In 1855 Captain Frank Halstead purchased
30 acres of land on what is now known as
Halstead's Bay and built his log cabin there.
During the Civil War he served as a com-
mander on the flagship "Minnesota;,’ with
his brother, Major George Halstead.

After the war, he returned to the Lake
and built a larger cabin on the west shore
of COOK's Bay known as the "Hermitage’

In the winter of 1875 and 1876 he built
the steamer "Mary” but the day before the
boat was to be faunched, his body was
found near Crane Island. He was buried in
front of the "Hermitage!

Major Ceorge Halstead, Frank's brother,
came to the lake to settle his brothers
estate. He launched the “"Mary” and
operated it as captain until he retired in
1883.

The Major died in 1801 when the "Hermit-
age” burned, and he was buried beside his
bhrother under a large maple tree.




CRUWTM OF THE {ITY

On April 3, 1861, Mound was divided into
three subschool districts, and John Carman
of Cook's Bay was appointed Superinten-
dent of Schools. At that time there were
three log school houses in Minnetrista:
District 83, known as Jackson School:
District 85, the Mound City School on Lake
Langdon; and District 84, the Lee School.

The first blacksmith shop built in 1866
was run by Allen W. Clark and in 1867 Mr.
and Mrs. Levi Bowers settled on a farm near
there, and their son Elijah later became
Mound's blacksmith.

In the 1870's, the community around the
Mound City area was located in parts of Sec-
tions 1015 of the township and in Sections
22-27.

in 1884, Mound City was the terminus of
the steamer trips on Upper Lake Minne-
tonka and had three hotels: the Chapman
House, Bartlett Place, and Mound City
House.

The Chapman House had a boat fleet and
pilliard room among other features. The
Chapman House was located on Cook's Bay,
with the Bartlett Place on the east and
Mound City House on the west.

John $. Chapman was the proprietor of
the Chapman House situated on Cook’s Bay
at the extreme upper end of the most pic-
turesque shore of the lake. The grounds of
this hotel were more than 50 feet above
the lake and covered by great sugar
maples, oak and other magnificent trees.

Steamboats regularly left from this point
to meet all incoming and departing trains
of the Creat Northern Railway at Spring
Park Station, and at Excelsior to meet the
Minneapolis & St. Louis trains, besides car-
riages that aiso ran to the nearest railway
stations.




ERE OF THE LARGE HOTELS

In 1869, Frank and Benton
Carman operated a freight
boat between Mound City and
Wayzata.

The Chapman House Wwas
huilt in 1875 by Seymour and
sumner Chapman, and for
many years was the Mecca for
those visiting this area.

In 41876, Mound City was lo-
cated near Cook's Bay, which
was called “"Busy Ccorners!
Bartlett Boulevard was then
known as Lake Avenue, and
commerce Boulevard was
called Central Avenue.

Mathias Cook, who had built
a small hotel 20 years earlier,
replaced his log structure with
a 3-story Lake View House.

In September of 1876,
Mound City had a general
store, post office, saw mill,
noat works, several homes,
two hotels and two boat
fleets.

when sumner Chapman died
in 1884, the two younger Chap-
man brothers, Arthur and
John, were in charge of the
Chapman House.

seymour Chapman was then '

operating the new Mound City
Mouse on the hill between Lake
Langdon and Cook's Bay. When
seymour died in 1887, John
Chapman became proprietor
of the Mound City House.

THI CHAPAMAN HOUSE,

f ne snring of 1EVE, S2ymour and sumner Chapman built
z T-gvory addivion on thelr hotel.

Tur CHAPMAN HOUSE,

SuyMNER M. CHAPMAN, PROPRIETOR,
MOUND CITY,

Upper Lake Minnetonka, Minn.

U

Steamers to and from Railroad Stations to Meet Regular Trains.

188¢ agversisomens from the Lake Minnetonka directory,
renrinter in 158 by & wright of Minnetonka, Minnesota,




BARTLETT PLACE,

MouND CITY, MINN,
UPPER ILAKE MINNETONKA.

The Bartlett Place is located at the extreme upper end of Lake Min-
netonka, in s magnificent grove of lsrge forest trees, and only a few
rods east of the Chapman House. The largest steamers stop there
two hours every ncon to allow passengers and picnic perties to dine,
end one steamer remains thers over night. The place 15 easily acces-
sible by etther boat or train, as it requires but 20 minutes o drive to
the Bpring Park station of the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Rail-
road, where six {rains run to Minnespolis and St Paul daily. Good
bath house, sail and rowbosts belong to the Place.

ED. D, BARTLETT, MounD CITY,

FRONT VIEW, BARTLETT'S HOTEL,

In 1884 Ed Bartlett operated
a boarding house called the
"Bartlett Place” at the extreme
upper end of Cook's Bay on
the west side of the Lost Lake
channel,

All the hotels in Mound City
werg classed as moderately
priced family hotels that
offered good food and com-
fortable rooms.

The following Is from the lLake Minne-
tonka Directory Of 1884:

MOUND CITY.

" :  oPPER Laws. S
BARTLETT PLACE, £.D. Bartlast Propristar,
Bartlett, 3., . .7 i IR
Byers, Mra, C. J, T
CARMAN, F, M. General Stors sod  Post -

master, - e o

| Capel, Geo. Gardensr, . - . -
CHAPMAN HQUSE, 8. M, Chapman Prop.
CHAPMAR JOIIN, Prop. Boat Fleet,
EOELUER, A. P. Halated's Bay.
MOUND CITY HOUSE, Sermour &, Chsp-

man Propriator, LR S
Shuck, A W.M.D. . i’ :

L ~BOAT FLEETS,
" Bartlett, E. D., Mouad Clty: 4 row and
bosta.. - - N ‘
" Chapmae, John §., Mound Clty
and laallpoat. - 0L

The Bartlett Place was lo-
cated a short distance from
their picturesqgue docks,
where a number of steam-
boats and launches carried
passengers to all points of the
lake and arrived and left on
the departure of all trains.

DARTLETY'S LAMNDING, LAKE MINNETONKA,



HOTELS ON UPPER LAKE MIINWETOMNE A,

R.eached Via Great Northern Roailway.

In 1899, the Dewey HoOUsE,
operated by Jercme Dewey,
was located on Cook's Bay on
the east side of the Lost Lake
channel,

In 1901, Captain Jack Hart
erected the Hotel Buena Vista,
directly across the bay from
Bartletts, and a few hundred
yards up the shore from Chap-
man's.

THERE I8 NO USE TALKING, IF YOU WANT TO CATCH FI8H, YOU
MUST GO TO DEWEY'S,




HOTZLS O UPPER LAKE IN 1905
fFrom Picturesque Minnetonkal

Maple Heights Inn,
Near Spring Pask,
On Phelps Island. d. H. Woolnough, Prop.
Per day, $2.00.

Chapman House,
Mound, ' dohn A. Pearson, Prop,
Per day, $2.00.

¢ Hotel Buena Vista, =
Mound. - © . " E A Han, Prop,
: ' © Per day, $2.90. ) ‘

_ - Ba;dett Hotel, . _
Mound, . B4 D Bar;[étt, Prop'; _
. ‘ Pgr c!ay, $2.00, o

Maple Heights Inn, Morth Shore Park, J. H. Woeelnough, Prop. Near Spring Park,

Great Northera train at Mound 1807, from a glass negative

When the railroad tracks were extended
to Mound in 1900, the large steamboats
were being replaced by the yellow Street-
car Boats, but the majority of the tourists
came by train,

Phelp's island (Island Park) was unsettied
for many years, but was finally platted and
put on the market. in 1905, it was called
North Shore Park.

Mrs. J.H. Woolinough operated the Maple
Heights Inn on Phelp's Isiand on Spring Park
Bay at that time, with several Ccottages that
were always filled from early May to Octo-
ber. Nearby were some famous bass fishing
haunts. Women and children would take
their rowboats into the quiet waters of
Black Lake with its countless water lilies,
Mrs. Woolnough also buiit a pagoda sum-
mer house partway down the high biufs
shore.

The tourist trade was still increasing after
1900. In the 1880's they came by steam-
boat, but after the railroad was extended
to Spring Park In 1890, many came by train.

The Mound Depot was then located at
the intersection of County Road 15 and
Commerce Bivd., where the Minnesots
Federal Bank was built after the depot was
moved.
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MOUND, MINNESSTA 1§12

I. Methodist Church lé, Boat dock

2. School 17, Picnic grounds

3. Hardware and feed store i8, Buena Vista Hotel

4, Lumber yard 19, Baptist Assembly grounds

5., Great Northern depot 20, Mound City House

6. Roundhouse 21, Sunset View Hotel

7. Cafe 22, Blacksmith shop _ .
8. Hotel 23, Meat market x
9, Catholic Church 24, Livery and ice house o
10, Telephone exchange 25, Bank
11, General store 26, Livery barm
12, Boat works 27, Switzerland Hotel
13, Dewey House 28, General store

14, Bartlett Place 29, Drug store and post office
15, Pavilion 30. *(dots) represent homes

From Historical Backgrounds of Mound, Minnesota by Melvin Gimimestad



MOUMD AFTER 1912

! Mound City was incorporated in 1912 as

i the Village of Mound. The business center

of the city was moving from Busy Corners

; tc a new location at the intersection of

" Commerce Boulevard and County Road 15,
as the railroad tracks had been extended to
that location.

The tourist trade reached its peak in
1912. Busy Corners still had the Bartlett
Place and Chapman’'s Mound City House,
but the oid Chapman House was gone. The
Casing had been built in 1900 by Mrs. John
Chapman and later was known as the Surf-
side.

The Baptist Assembly Grounds were
located in the Highlands and attracted
many visitors, church officials, and
preachers such as Billy Sunday.

On the west side of Commerce Boulevard
at Busy Corners was George Broeckert and
Frank Weiland's meat market. South of the
meat market was Elijah Bower's blacksmith
shop. Next to it on Lake Langdon was the
Soliie Brothers' Store which closed in 1964
when Edward Sollie died.

Across the street from the
Depot where Longpre's is now
was a hotel and Edward Koeh-
ler's post office and ice cream
parlor. South of this was the
fivery purchased in 1910 by
Joseph Krause.

Three Points, north of Mound,
was annexed to Mound in 1959,
Island Park and Halstead Heights
in 1960, and Shadywood Point in
1963.

Mound livery stable



MOVING THE DEPOT

In 1966 the Great Northern
Railway soid the Depot to the
Minnetonka Museum AssOcia-
tion for $1 with the under-
standing that it be moved to a | &
different site. During the night | &
of March 16, 1967, the Depot
was moved to its present loca-
tion. Members celebrating the
move that night with coffee
and cookies were: Kenneth
Plant, Bill Anderson, Leonard
Kopp, Abe Brazeman, cordon
Tulberg, Rock Lindlan, Bernie
and Katie Lister, Ruth Kopp,

and others. in 1972, the Minnetonka Museum Association was disbanded for lack of funds

and the Depot was turned over to the Village of Mound to be used as a community center.

WESTONKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

In 1975 the Westonka Historical Society

~was formed, with Eugene Hodge as Presi-

dent. In 1982, the book, Historical Back-
grounds of Mound, Minnesota, by Melvin
Gimmestad, was reproduced by the Histori-
cal Society, and is availabie to the pubdic for
$3.75 each.

In 1984, at a meeting with Russell Fridley,
Director of the State Historical Society, it
was decided to install a historical marker
near the Depot commemorating the dis-
covery of Lake Minnetonka. Those present
at this meeting, pictured below, were:

The wording
on this marker
was researched
and written by
Mildred |. Banks.
The map was
drawn by
Eileen Bovard.

John Burger, Butch Essig, Steve Smith, Leonard Kopp (with Kevin Magnuson and Russell
Fridiey), Gen Olson, Lavonne Adams, Mary Jane Burger, Bernie and Katie Lister, Mildred Banks,
Judge and Mrs. Herb Wolner, and Buzz Sycks, current President. This marker was instalied and

dedicated on Saturday, January 12, 1985.

—-—




A HISTORY OF MOUND - 1530’s TO PRESENT |

By Caroi Shukie

- MOUA/D; MU lofz2 32+

Scenic Lake Minnetonka, and the recrea-
tional opportunities it provides, have
drawn people to Mound for more than a
century. The hotel and tourist trades had
their hevday in the late 19th century and
early years of the 20th century, but by the
1930s and during the pre-World War |l
years, most visitors were summer resi-
dents who had privately-owned lake cot-
tages, according to a pair of long-time
community residents.

Glenn Rogers, the last mavor of island
Park, and Bert Larson, a former mayor of

Mound, have each lived in the city since -

about the age of 10. Both recall a time
when their own families, as year-round
residents of the community, were in the
minority.

Rogers was born in Minneapolis, but his
parents had a summer cottage on the ls-
land. In the late 1920s, when he was about
10 years old, they moved out as permanent
residents. About that time the Island,
which, like Mound, had been part of Minne-
trista Township, incorporated as the Village
of island Park.

Larson was born in Sweden in 4921,
When he was two years old his family im-
migrated to the United States under the
sponsorship of an uncle who lived in st
Paul, The uncle had a summer cottage on
the south shore of Harrison's Bay, which
he loaned to the family the first week.

Larson's family moved around as his
father found work, returning to Mound

permanently in 1931. They rented the cot-
tage again for a time before finding a
place of their own. Then, he said, only two
families actually lived on the south shore
Of Harrison's Bay. The rest of the homes
were summer cottages.

ROgers remembers that after Labor Day,
no one lived on Enchanted or Shady Is-
lands. In the winter he had all of Island Park
as a paper route and delivered to 27
homes.

"Minnetonka was almost a virgin lake -
then; he said. "The people who knew how
to catch fish caught them, same as now”

Rogers said he can faintly remember 2
time when Tuxedo Road on the island was
not yet cut through. Island Park was di-
vided into half a dozen or so neighbor-
hood associations which maintained their
areas and were responsible for making im-
provements. He lived in the Whipple
neighborhood. The Whipple Improvement
AssOciation put in a well for the area, but
residents had to carry water from the well
to their homes. The going rate for kids to
haul a pail of water was five cents, Rogers
said.

The neighborhood associations also had
festivals to raise money for street lights.
Whipple was the first neighborhood in Is-
fand Park to have them. The cost to each
household was $1.35 per manth, and they
were controlied by a switch in the closest
house, which happened to be the Rogers'
home. If they weren't home, Rogers said,



the street lights didn't go on. But, as he
was one of six children, there was usually
someone home.

Streetcar boats served the lake and
made several stops around Island Park. In
the summer, to go to Mound, they would
take a boat from the isiand to what is now
Mound Bay Park. Rogers picked up his
newspapers for his paper route at what is
now the location of Shirley Hills School. In
the winter he walked right across the ice
as a shortcut, holding a cardboard box
over his head to protect himself from the
wind, he recalled.

Other than the neighborhoods and sum-
mer cottages, the community was still
mainly rural agricultural in the 1930s,
Rogers and Larson said. Both remember
the downtown area as geared to the
needs of a farming community, with a
blacksmith, livery, feed store and hard-
ware store. There was also a movie
theater, bank, drugstore, doctor's office,
Ford garage, and, in the present Longpre's
building, a dry goods store.

According to Larson, the biggest change
he has seen take place in Mound during

the more than five decades he has lived
- here has been the change from a summer
community to a year-round community
where perhaps 75 percent of the people
who live here work elsewhere.
STREATER LUMEBER CO.

Larson credits a former employer of his,
Ed Streater, with playing a major role in
the development of the Mound communi-
ty for several decades. Streater, according
to 3 newspaper clipping at the time of his
retirement, came to Mound in 1926 tO
work at his father's firm, the L.E. Streater
Lumber Co. It was iocated at what is now
the parking iot in front of Coast to Coast.
He became manager in 1929.

with his background in mechanical en-
gineering, Streater expanded the lumber
yard to include a cabinet shop and metal
shop. eventually the company built movie
theaters and manufactured bar and res-
taurant fixtures. By 1943, it had become
the E.C. Streater Co,, also according to
published reports, and was occupying a

two-story, four-room former school lo-

e

cated about where the old medical clinic
stood aiong Commerce Blvd. During Worlid
War I, the company made ammunition
boxes in the old school, and after the war,
it became an  uphoistery and cabinet-
making shop. He also made wooden toy
blocks and metal toy dump trucks and
steam shovels.

In the early '40s, Larson said, Streater
built homes in the area and purchased a
nine-hole goif course and did some sub-
dividing of the land. Now standing on the
former golf course are Shirley Hills Schooi,
the city hall, and Mount Olive Church.
Streater also platted the area around Avon
Park and built some of the homes,

Streater’'s company, by then called Store
Fixtures, Inc., was sold to Litton in 1964, He
retired in 1967. "In the years he was here,
he was a backer of everything in the com-
munity, but quietly Larson said. "He was
behind many improvements, but he would
just stand up at a hearing and say, I'm for

it
TONKA TQYS

In 1946, Streater sold his four-room- -.

school building to LE. Baker who, with
Avery Crounse and Al Tesch, incorporated
Mound Metalcraft, making household pro-
ducts in the building. In the meantime,
Streater took his toy truck designs to a toy
fair in New York. Disappointed by the fair's
response to his products, he sold his dump
truck and steam shovel designs to Mound
Metalcraft in 1947, Streater's toy desigher,
Charlie Croschen, also went to work for the
new company.

The new products were called “Tonka
Toys by Mound Metalcraft, recalled Gordy
Batdorf, who joined the firm in 1947 and
gventually became president and chief of-
ficer. During the 1950s, the firm's name of-
ficially became "Tonka Toys!

Tonka added on at the schoaol site, but
eventually even that space became too
smail. The company wanted to stay in
Mound, Larson said, and the rest of the
business community was eager to keep it
here. Tonka was interested in property just
up the road along County Road 15, where
it 1ater did build a larger plant.

Before the new factory became a reality,



however, a group of Mound businessmen
in 1954 legally formed Greater Mound, Inc.
Each put in some money, and together
they raised $1,200 as a downpayment on
the land Tonka Toys wanted, according to
Larson. Within a few months, Tonka was
abie to put together its financing package
to buy the land. The new Tonka Toys fac-
tory was built in six or eight expansions
over a 10-year period, Batdorf said.

Tonka Toys grew from a small local busi-
ness to a nationally-known toy manufac-
turer. "We prided ourselves on the guality
of our labor force! Batdorf said.

The $1,200 was repaid to Greater Mound,
InC., Larson said, but after that, "Creater
Mound didn't do much of anything” The
money continued to earn interest and
years later, when the corporation decided
to dissolve, there was approximately
$2,000. The participants solved the prob-
lem of what to do with the money by
donating it for Mound's first senior citizen

n.
va CIVIC INVOLYEMENTS

In 1846, Larson and two other former
Streater employees started their own
heating and air conditioning contracting
company in Mound. They owned and oper-

ated the Markson Co. until 1979. it was

tocated in the building which is now the
House of Moy restaurant.

Larson became the second president of
the business association in 1947. He also
became active in the effort to have Mound
adopt the "Plan B" form of government in
which a mayor and council serve a policy-
making function in the government, and
hire a full-time manager to conduct the
day-to-day affairs of the city. The Plan
B form of government was adopted by
Mound citizens in 1948 by a 165 to 77 vote
on Oct. 29, 1949. Larson said Mound was
the first community in Minnesota to adopt
the pian.

Prior to the adoption of the councii-
manager plan, Larson said, each member
Of the village council had to take ad-
ministrative responsibility for different
areas Of village affairs. "It wasn't working.
We wanted to have someone at the helm
and operate the city more on a corporate

structure”

However, even after a manager was
hired, Larson said, the council members in
Office at the time still tended to want to
operate the village government just as it
was before the Plan B form was adopted.
"Some of the businessmen and 3 lot of
Citizens became disgusted with that”

It was then that Larson ran for village
council and was elected in 1957. On July 1,
1958, he was appointed mavyor to fill oyt
the term of the previous mayor, who had

resigned. Larson later was elected to two

mayoral terms of his own, serving through
1963, when he did not seek reelection.

it was during Larson's tenure as mayor
that Mound's sanitary sewer system was
started and first streetlight project in-
stalied, and Mound grew in size as a resuit
Of several annexations or mergers. These
included the Village of Island Park in 1960
and the neighborhoods of Three Points
(1959), Haistead Heights (1960), and Shady-
wood Point (1963).

ISLAND PARK MERGER

Because island Park was an incorporated
village, its merger with Mound was more
compilicated than the annexation of Three
Points the year before, Larson said. Island

~Park had to apply to the state Municipal

Commission for approval of the merger
and hold a referendum of its own Citizens,
and the city councils of the two villages
had to approve it, he explained.

Glenn Rogers, a founder and then presi-
dent of the Isiand Park Fire Department,
was elected mayor in November, 1959, to
take office Jan. 1, 1960. He defeated an in-
cumbent mayor. The same issue of the
"Minnetonka Pilot” that announced his
election also reported that more than 300
residents of the community had signed a
petition seeking to have island Park merge
with the Village of Mound. The petition
would be presented to the Municipal Com-
mission the next week.

BOth Larson and Rogers cited financial
probiems for island Park as the motivation
for the merger. According to the ‘ocgl
newspaper, the Island Park Vitlage Cc¢ unc
met on Feb. 29, 1960, and as its last official
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action, signed the village's property over
to Mound. In a ceremony that followed, Is-
land Park Mayor Rogers handed the key to
the village to Mound Mayor Larson.

There was a vacancy on the Mound
Council, and a member of the isiand Park
Council was appointed to fill it. Island
park's records werg turned over to
Mound's clerk, and all Village of island Park
departments except for the fire depart-
ment immediately ceased to function.

Merger of the two fire departments
took until 1963. "You had twoQ indepen-
dent and blustery voiunteer organizations
which had much 'esprit de corps among
themselves!' Larson explained. After the
merger Rogers, an engineer for the Milk-
waukee Railroad, started to have longer
"runs” and did not remain politically ac-
tive.

Leonard Kopp became Mound's fourth
city manager in 1960. He did not start until
July, several months after the Isiand Park
merger: however, he shed some addition-
al light on the financial conditions that led
to the move.

When talk of a merger began, Kopp said,
Island Park's mill rate was not supporting
its debt even though it was the equivalent
of twice what the rate is today. The Munici-
pal” Commission had ruled that each
village, even after the merger, had to be
taxed to pay off its own debt.

Kopp hired a public examiner to deter-
mine the debts of the two towns. Mound's
was found to be $9,675, and island Park’s
$16,856.36. For four years, until the debts
were erased, each area was taxed at a dif-
ferent mill rate. The village clerk identified
the taxing districts as Mound | for Mound
and Mound Il for island Park. After four
years, the finances of the two parts of the
community no longer had to be kept
separate, and Mound operated with only
one mill rate.

PROCRESS IN THE 1960s

When he arrived in 1960, Kopp said, the
Mound Village Council was already com-
mitted to installing a sanitary sewer
system. The type of s0il and small iot sizes
made private septic systems a real prob-
lem, according to Kopp, and the result was

raw sewage spilling into Lake Minnetonka.

The first dirt was moved on Jan. 9, 1962,
for construction of the $5 million sanitary
sewer system and treatment plant. The
project also cailed for the extension of
water service to the newly-annexed por-
tions of the community, including Three
Points and Island Park.

The sewage treatment plant, recognized

at the time as one of the most efficient in
the country, was dedicated in September,
1964, The plant turned sewage into clean,
treated effiuent that was then discharged
Into Lake Minnetonka.
1y The plant was only in operation four or
five years, Larson said, before the Metro-
politan Waste Control Commission was be-
gun and a central sewage treatment
system for the entire metro area was con-
structed. The result is that sewage from
Mound now goes into the metro system
and effluent is no longer discharged into
Lake Minnetonka. Aithough Mound's plant
no longer functioned for sewage treat-
ment, the rest of the sanitary sewer
system Mound had built was needed for
the community to tie into the metro
system.

Even though the sewer plant itself was
used for treatment for a relatively short
period of time, Larson said, he never re-
gretted the money that was spent on it
Area communities which waited until the
metro system was initiated to put in sani-
tary sewer spent just as much then as
Mound had spent five years earlier, he ex-
plained.

Street lighting was instailed in the down-
town area in 1962 and was paid for 25 per-
cent from the village's general fund and 75
percent by assessment of property
owners. Larson told "Street and Highway
Lighting” magazine at the time that the
Chamber of Commerce had been one of
the prime movers in obtaining better
street lighting. There had been several in-
jury accidents due to dark streets, and a
woman had been killed crossing the street,
in front of her home. The driver of the car
had also been a Mound resident.

By the time Kopp arrived as manager,
most of the community’'s summer cot-
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tages had been converted to year-round
residences. Most of this was done after
World War ll, when veterans returned and
began raising families, creating a housing
shortage.

Some cottages remained, however, and
on Palm Sunday, 1961, Kopp and the part-
time building inspector went out to Three
Points and condemned 120 cabins, declar-
ing that they had to either be brought up

- to code or torn down. This process was

repeated in other parts of the village later.

Don Ulrick, another nearly life-long resi-
dent of the community, was very active
during the 1960s in the Mound Jaycee
chapter. He said the Jaycees aggressively
supported the village council in pursuing
the sanitary sewer system and helped
replace the community library lost when
the high school burned on Labor Day,
1964.

AlsO during the '60s, Ulrick said, the Jay-
cees tock on the project of renaming
Mound's streets and numbering houses,
subject to the approval of the village coun-
Cil. The new street identification system
was an important help in emergency situa-
tions and improved other types of ser-

Vices, such as department store deliveries,

as Wef! he sa;d
THE 7Os5;
COMETRUCTICHM AMD PAYED STRESTS

The Village of Mound became the City of
Mound on Jan. 1, 1974—the effective date
of a Minnesota statute which. gave that
designation to all communities that had
been termed villages.

Don Ulrick served on the city council
from 1972 through 1974, then as mayor
from 1974 through 1976. He returned to
the council from 1979 to 1982. He remem-
bers the 1970s as a time of growth and
modernization in Mound.

The newly-established Mound Housing
and Redevelopment Authority (HRA)
opened Indian Knoll Manor, its elderly
housing units at 2020 Commerce, in about
1971, Ulrick said. The Woodcrest and Bluffs
neighborhoods in Mound were built dur-
ing the 1970s, as well as Lakewinds on the
Island.

The city aiso buiit the new city hall from
funds on hand, without the need for a re-
ferendum or a bond issue to pay for it. it
was dedicated in May, 1974.

There was a thrust for greater develop-
ment of parks, Ulrick said, and an effort to
combine smail lots for the purpose of
Creating buildabie lots, After "much pres-
sure” from the planning commission, he
added, the city council passed an ordi-
nance that anyone who builds in Mound
has to have a land survey.

The possibility of merging with Spring
Park to form a single municipality became
a "hot topic” at that time, Ulrick said. The
two city councils favored the idea, "but it
never got beyond the conversataon stage”

The 1970s was 2lso a time of purchasing
a great deal of updated fire equipment,
which raised the town's fire rating and
reduced homeowner's insurance pre-
miums for city residents, Ulrick recalled.
The City alsc got out of the on-sale liquor
business by selling the Island Park munici-
pal liquor store,

Ulrick believes the passage of the com-
maons dock ordinance in 1975 was an impor-
tant event of the decade. The ordinance
makes dock space on publicly-owned lake-
shore available for rent to the public. "It
was a benchmark in utilization of the com-
mons area by the citizens, not just the
abutting property owners”

Both Ulrick and Bob Poiston, who served
on the city council from 1977 to 1983 and
as mayor from 1883 through 1986, agreed,
however, that the hottest issue of the late
1970s was the paving of the city's gravel
streets.

Each year, Ulrick said, the city had to
budget for sand and gravel for the streets,
must of which ended up being washed in-
to the storm sewers and ultimately, Lake
Minnetonka. It was a difficult question,
Poiston said, because in a given area, as
many people were opposed to paving
streets as were in favor of it.

Finally, he said, the council decided in-
stalling concrete curb and gutter and
blacktopped streets was the "economical
and aesthetic thing to do!' What started
out as a five-year plan ended up as a three-



year, $S6 million street improvement pro-
gram that went on from 1978 to 1981. Most
of the objection to the project, both for-
mer mavors said, was based on cost, al-
though a few property owners maintained
they had moved away from the city to
Mound in search of a rural atmosphere.

Poiston views negotiations of pians for
improving County Road 15 as one of the
major accomplishments he was involved
with during his years as mayor. Plans for
upgrading the road had been bogged
down for years over environmerntal issues
and disagreement between the cities of
Mound, spring Park and Orono, and every-
one involved had given up seeking a solu-
tion, Polston said. A

However, when he became mayor of
Mound and Mary Butler became mayor of
Orono, they were able to work out an
agreement. The plan then had to be soid
to all three city councils and Hennepin
County, and a variance received from the
state.

“We had to sell the county board on the
unigueness of the lake area; Polston said.
“There were places where it was just not
wide enough to do what they wanted to
do, with the unigueness of the road going

‘right by the lake. The result is that con-
struction will begin next year on a two-
lane road with two continuous turn lanes
that will be about 10 feet narrower than
originally proposed by the county”

A large task faced by the city in the first
half of the 1980s was dealing with the
departure of Tonka Toys, according to
pPolston. The announcement that the city's
largest industry was closing came in 1982.
The city pulled together a variety of re-
sources to help plant employees who
would be tosing their jobs through a com-
mittee that included Tonka employees
and management, city and school person-
nel and the County Jobs Service. The com-
mittee met for over a year to deal with the
issues of job training and placement.

Jon Elam, who became city manager
when Leonard Kopp retired in 1981, said
the city pioneered a modern way for a
community to deal with a2 plant closing,
and before they were finished, had a 90
percent job replacement rate.

When the task of assisting displaced
workers was nearly complete, the city
turned its interest to finding new tenants
for the vacant building. "It was a different
strategy, but eqgually interesting’ Elam
said, and another committee was invoived.
The city worked closely with Balboa when
that company decided to buy the build-
ing, Polston and Elam said, encouraging
Balboa to turn away from its initial plan to
use the space for storage, and to develop
it as a condominium for a number of small-
er factories and firms. The building now
houses five firms with a total of more than
450 employees.

Mound is very lucky, Elam said, that in
only four years the vacant Tonka building
went from being the community's "major,
major liability to its major, major asset!

Elam resigned as City manager in 1985
and Edward J. Shukle, Jr., became the new
city manager on Jan. 1, 1986. Bob Polston
did not seek reelection in 1986. A council
member, Steve Smith, was elected mayor
that fall and took office in January, 1987.

The face of downtown Mound saw major
changes during 1986. A number of buiid-
ings on the east side of Commerce Blvd. at
Lynwood Bivd. were torn down, inciuding
a vacant garage; a bakery: a faundry and
dry cleaners; Brickley's Market; Mueller
Pharmacy; the Mound Medical Clinic and
Mound Opticians; and a private home.

The removal of these buildings made
way for the development of Commerce
Square, to which the Mound Medical Clinic,
the Snyder Drug Store and V & S Jewelry
have relocated. The State Bank of Mound
wilt move during the summer of 1887 t0 a
new building under construction at the
same site. The Mound HRA issued tax incre-
ment financing bonds for the construc-
tion of Commerce Sguare.

Also during 1986, a former food store on
the south side of Lynwood Bivd. was re-
modeled as a shopping center which now
houses Brickley's Market, Lake-West Phar-
macy (the former Mueller Pharmacy), and
Home Laundry, Inc.




The Devastating
May othh Tornado
Hit Mound and
Other Laks
Minnetonka
Communitiss

by Carsi 3hukie from an

interview with Lecnard Kook,

Legnard Xopp, then Mound City Manager,
remembers 1965 a5 "the year i iearned
about disaster in administration’ The
Mound community was hit three times
that spring——a March biizzard, then April
fiooding and finally, Mother Nature dealt
her cruelest biow with the devastating
May 6 tornado.

The St. Patrick’s Day blizzard was actually
a three-gay snowstorm. “We had o hire
front-end equipment to get into the nar-
: row strests—the graders couldn't get in’
) e e Kopp recatled, That cost $20,000 in 1965
All that remained of an island Parii home wnerg  dollars, "The weather didn't warm up un-
an elderly couple died til Paim Sunday- '
Then came the floods, and the village had
to hire squipment to clear ice-clogged
ditches 50 they could carry water to the
lake. On Easter Sunday aftemoon, Kopp
called a special councii meeting tc deal
with the problem. The city councii au-
thorized digging ditches in the strasts to
get the water to the lake, Kopp said. The
village atso requested and received per-
mission from a property owner cn Saun-
ders lake to buiid 3 dike to kesp the
water from washing -t eke town's Nnew
"state-of-the-art” sewer plant.

This crisis had scarcely passed whan, the
Thursday before Mothers Day, multipte
tornados hit various parts of the Twin
Citles, ingluding Mound and the sur-
rounding communities. The storm came
without warning. Xopp was listening to
the radio. There were warnings for other
communities, but the Mound area was
not mentioned. He remembers locking
out the window and seeing a big, biack
form. He didn't immediately reccgnize it
as a funnel cloud. The village had no civil
defense sirens, After the tornado hit, the
fire sirens were sounded,

According to Kopp, the tornado came in
Cook's Bay and through Island Park, level-
ing a cluster of four hames and damag-
ing neighboring ones. it continued across
the istand, damaging more homes and
destroying the Evangeiical Free Church.
The funnel turned and crossed a swamp,
hitting a few more houses. just before
the Spring Park bridge, the tornado took -
a house and set it right out in the lake. it

WS 1 hnm ; - crossed Casco Point and then hit the in-
A woman lends a hand at the wreckage of a Coreaction oF Highways 15 and 15 in

neighizors island Pari home. Navarre, infliicting severe damage.
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Yans and

cars tossed
around like
child's toys.

in Mound alone, 20 homes were
destroved, 18 were damaged beyond re-
pair, seven were questionable for repair
and 66 others were damaged, not includ-
ing roofs and windows. AlsO damaged
were six village {ift stations.

Killed were an elderly coupie whose
home was compietely demotlished, and
their neighbor, a woman in her 80s, who
suffered a heart attack as the storm hit.
Nearty 20 persons were injured, several
disabled for life.

The first thing Kepp did after the funnel
passed was call an emergency meeting of
the city council at city hall, He asked to
have an elected official with him at all
times to witness his decisions. in the first
days after the disaster, he explained.tos -
them, decisions would have o be made
guickly, and some things would be done - = o . A e ‘
that were not strictly legal. 3 | ! 5 b with the .
A}

The ciean-up job began immediately. S N 5 P o
Wwith some help from the cutside, the ; W SN

Mound community reached cut to aid its
own. Kopp knew somecne at Channel 11,
and was able to put out a ptea asking for
volunteers. People responded from
other parts of the metro area. The Air Na-
ticnal Cuard sent a unit and the cities of
Hopkins and Edina, as well as Hennepin
County, loaned pubiic works empioyees,

The Mound Fire Deparoment Auxillary . .
opened the fire station and kept the-
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volunteers fed. The Red Cross provided :  mormard B
relief to the victims, and the.community ot -
collected canned goods and deliversd winkie
focd to people in damaged but habitable clezme un
homes. zfter the
Tonka Toys, the village's largest industry, oyt

committed $3,000 to provide victims of
the disaster with food and clothes, spe-
cifically offering to replace any prom
outfits that had been jost. The Saturday
after the tornado was prom night. North-
ern Contracting, the firm installing sewer
and water in Island Park at the time, also
offered money for public assistance,
Kopp said.

Island Park was sealed off and a pass was
needed to get in. Although it was
Mother's Day weekend, Al and Alma's
Supper Ciub had to be ciosed. But, Kopp
noted, the owners never compilained.

CWithin 72 hours:; ALY -Was Dack
on, which | thought™was remarkable, bes
cause they (NSP) had te string high lines. .
we had all the streefs cleared by Sunday
night’ Kopp continued, "we finally got
funds from the federal government be-
cause of the floods and the tormado, or i
don't know what we would have done,

"It {the tornado) was the first one | ever
saw and the last one [ ever want to see!

Q'
Ty
+
03
-4:
fn‘.
=
M

& Mourid

| volunteer
fireman in
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i Home that
had one wall
Finped Off,
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